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SESSLNSDSSULILLLSEES 


1 Cor. 15. 2 


Elſe what ſhall they do which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead riſe not at all? why 
are they then baptized for the dead, 


Verſe by conſent of diflenting Inter- y,g, ,.; 
preters placed firſt in the order of fyptw. 
the Soria , thoſe hard intelligibles , truths 2. Beam, 


retired mto the depth , myſteries bound up Frankel 
in a fast knot , which the Apoſtle Peter ad- So 
moniſheth our Chriſtian Caution to obſerve 
m the writings of his beloved Brother Parl. 
2 Pet. 3.16. In which are ſome things hard 
to be underftood , which they that are unlearn= 
ed and unſtable wre$t , as they do alſo the 0- 
ther Scriptures unto their own deſtruStion. He 
who had been rapt into the third Heavens, he :Cor.r2. 1 
A 2 {ome- 
( 


T 


Plul. 49. 4. 


Hebr, 5. 
3. I4, 4 


(2) 

lometimes ſpeaks in the Clouds, he whole 
mind was converſant with ſubluneſt con- 
templarions, no wonder if his abſtruſe con- 
ceptions leave a tincture of their myſtery in 
dark ſayings. Holy Scripture is a plentitull 
ſtorchoule of the food of life accommodate 
to all ages and conſtitutions. Here you 
have milk tor babes and ſtrong meat for grown 
men : plainnels to deſcend to our weaknels, 
dithculty to exalt our induſtry ; plainnel; 
to invite our ſtudy, obſcurity to keep off 
contempt; perſpicuity for our inſtitution, 
ob(curity for our veneration ; we blels the 

oodneſs of God in the clear difoveries, we 
adore his wildome in the veyled myſteries. 
The plain inſtructions of Scripture, the pre- 
cious truths we are ſure of, we will im- 
prove by the grace of God "he our ſalvation ; 


the knots and difficulties; the doubts and 


uncertainties if we cannot unfold and 
ſtate them to our ſatis/aGtion, at leaſt from 
the warniag of the blefſed Apoſtle, we will 
take heed with the ſame divine help that we 


do not wreſt them to our deſtruction. 


In 


(3) 

Tn the reading this chapter you have 
oblcrved that Saint Paul therein maketh it 
his work , largely , varioufly , undeniably 
to prove and eſtabliſh chat grand article of 
Faich, the ſcoft of the Heathen , the com- 
fortand joytull expectation of the Chriſtian, 
the Reſurrection of the dead, this verle a- 
mong others evidently to contain an ar- 
gument, whatever it be, of the ſame im- 
portant athcmation , quickned and ſharp- 
ned in forme of a queſtion , a repeated que- 
ſtion, the better to touch, pierce and awa- 
ken the irrational ftupid ſons, whether of 
Ignorance or hereſte that oppoled them- 
ſelves to the Goſpel truth. Elſe what ſhall 
they do which are baptized for the dead, if the 
dead riſe not at all ? why are they then bapti- 
ed for the dead ® An Enigma without an 
Oedipus , an oracle without an interpretation, 
a pearle of truth hocked up, no key of know-1,.... 
ledge that we underſtand , either from Scrj- 5+ 
pture or the Hiſtories of the age when it was 
written wherewith to oper to our view It's _—_— 
facred luſtre. The old Heathens numbred ry. de Civ. 

two 


iwo bundred eighty eight opinions concerning 
the ſit1mmn bomum, the chict good and true 
tclicity , and in this at Jaſt they ought all 
to have agreed that never an one was 
true. The Philoſophers reckon two and four- 
« r.; ty concerning the -conſtitution of a body, 
quaworkic the compolition of corntinuors quantity and 
Intra fce , . . 1” ig . 
quunzur. fil] fuch digladiations remain in the Phyſrek, 
Eng and Mathematick Schools concerning theſe 
in ſpem 1*i q144qutes and motes in the Sun, as it they 
quam poſt , 


mortem Would have their own opinions like the {ub- 


Mamnen, 


, . 
ac afrynis, 


afſſ-quurur1 . 4 
kar. viz. ject whereof they argue diviſible in ſemper 
Reſurres. oma «4 

tionis, Oviſftbilia. How many the ſeveral opinions 


catal- ., and conjectures touching the true ſentence 


G, Tanqu | 
commortui of thele words are , I am not able to ſay 
Chriſto, . , I F Y 
»gentes, © ſexteen or ſeventeen T have had the patience 
repraiten- p . . 

tres TO number, and queſtion not but in conſul- 
morrtuos, 

Theodoret, Cajetan. 7. Ut Chriſto commoriantur cum eo reſurreFuri. Sedul. 8, 
pro cor poribus natura mortuis Ifid, Peluf, 9. Superfide reſurre&ionis mortuorum, 
Cluyſolt. 19. Pro peccatis. (quz opera ſunt mortua ) abluendis. Aquinas, 11, Lo- 
tionibus uſi propter immundit1e contraftam in ſepeliendis mortuis,Bertram. 12.La- 
rantes ſuper mortuos, abluentes cadavera, 13. Luſtrali aqua purgati jam mortui, 
vel poſt mortem. Beza, Pareus. 14. Fideles qui cadavera abluentes & pſi tingun- 
tur pro mortuis 1. ©, mortuorum abluendorum cauſa, refert Lud, dela Cerd. not, 
in Tertul. 15 Supplicio affefti, martyrio coronati, pro afſerti mortuorum reſurre- 
Cione vid, Eſtiumn, 15. Ut mortwos refi:rre&ionem expe@are doceant, Voſl, 17, 
Supra & przter eos qui jam antea extrema paſſi ſunt. Tarnov, 18, Memorat Eſtius 
ablutionem quandam vicariam ſJudzis uſitatam. 19, Item quid A, Mentanus nove 
ſtatuerit, 20. Apponat & numerum protrahat ſicui yacat & luber. 


ting 


—- oe RS 


ting new Authors, we may be furniſhed 
with new cenceits : many an one diſliking 
what went before him, and himſelf as little 
regarded by him that tollowes. 

To bring in an Inventaryof all Opinions, 
were not to preach, but to tell a ſtory, and to 
make a rehearſal without a Sermon : yet 
ſhould I propoſe any one fingle,ſuch notable 
objeCtions are in readinefle againſt it, and 
{ucha number plead fair tor competition with 
it, thatI fear you will wiſh for the non-appa- 
rents, and think beſt of thoſe that are with- 
drawn from your choice. If any conſenta- 
neous to the analogy of Faith , had above 0- 
ther particular intereſt in the occaſion of our 
meeting, *twere perchance no unpardo- 
nable errour to ſpeed the match, & taking 
confidence from the innocent circumſtance 
to commend that truth to your prepared 
minds, which the oportunity had made you 
all willing to believe. The eye fixed onaplea- 
fing and ſuitable objeQ, is willing to termi- 
nate its ſight and look no farther. Thus 1n 


caſe of this preſent Text, the learned Dr. 
B Stuart, 


Prev.25.11, 


(6) 

Stxart, in his elegant Sermon extant upon it, 
being a funeral Sermon, interprets this bap- 
trzing for the dead , to be the waſhing the 
bodies of the dead, the regards had to the dead 
corps 1n funeral Ceremonies, a ſenſe, if I 
miſtake not , as improper to the Text, as 
proper and graceful! to that ſolemnity. Thus 
if a Martyrs memorials were to be celebra- 
ted, and an Eloquent Interpreter ſhould 
dictate this Baptiſme for the dead : to be 
underſtood of Baptiſme in the Cup of blood 
of ſuffering affliction, perſecution and death, 
in witneſſe and hopes of the reſurreQion of 
the dead : how forwardly would our:minds 
with gratulation aſſent to an excellent truth 
mdeed , but unduely ſeated in this place. 
When the occaſion preſents it ſelf, as the en- 
cloſure of Silver : an accommodate interpre- 
tation ſuites with it like the Apple of Gold. 
Yet what ſeaſon more excellent, or can 
be more defireable then the preſent opportu- 
nity, this equipoiſe of the ballance, this un- 
biaſſed liberty of truth? what 1s alwaies law, 
15 now neceſſity too ; to deſcribe truth init's 
1nno- 


(7) 


innocent venerable nudity, deveſt and re- 
leaſed of all external, by-reſpeQs, which may 
ſomtimes make it gay and gaudy for an hour, 
but never conciliate it any true beauty and 
durable amiability ; may pleaſe and gratifie 
the Auditour , while the floating humour 
holds, but rarely fi ſink into the depth and 
enter the heart to remain a root of lite, an 
operative principle of laſting edification. 

"Emu = Tonga 08 Bamm(ouua uTep TAY VExpay u 
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The Jeſuits are wondroufly induſtrious 
ro {pell the Fable of their LlupxalapTh eo our 
of theſe Elements; to fetch fire out of wa- 
ter, the flames of purgatory out of the Bap- 
tiſme in the Text. Baptized for the dead, 


ſay they, how can it be underſtood , unleſs "HE 
de Baptiſmo Lachrymarum &» peenitentic, qu *.dePurgat. 


ſuſcipitur orando, jejnnando , eleemoſynas faci- 
endo, &c. Tears and AfiQions, Weep- 
ings and Mournings, Faſtings and Prayers, 
Almes and Oblations for the dead, for the 


hel p of the dead, for relief of the faichful de-, 


B 2 cealed; 


(5) 

ceaſed from the Pains of Purgatory. Not to 
mention the improper acception of the word 
BaAlGowy, never uſed in {acred Scripture for 
the Baptiſme of Aﬀiiction, without ſome ex- 
plication adjoyned by the more known me- 
taphor of the Cup; excepting one place onely, 
and when {o uſed, it {ignifying the laſt of 
ſufferings, that of Death it felt; nor to re- 
mind them to read plainly that *tis not ſaid, 
they who baptize themſelves, but rhey who 
are baptized ; to Jet paſs theſe and other in- 
congruities and abuſes; theſe men may do 
well to take notice how oppoſite this fignrent 
of theirs, maintained ſo ſtifly for eſtabliſhing 
the wicked, but gainfull merchandiſe of ##- 
dulgences , how oppoſite it is to other places 
of Scripture ; how it is condemned by the 
light, and then think whether it be courage 
or guiltinefle to ſeek refuge in the dark , let 
them firſt reconcile their Fable toplain Scrip- 
tures, before they attempt to confirm it 
from obſcure. The Scripture bleſſeth them 
that die in the Lord, Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord,from bhence- 

forth 


(9) 
forth, yea , = the Spirit , that they may reSt 
from their labors, aud their works do follow 
them. It diſmiſſes the faithfull depaited 
from the labours of this life , not ſends them 
fo the pains and excruciations of another. I 


the place where the tree falleth there it ſhall be. Bcd. . 4, 


The dead, it good, they are happy,and ſtand 
not in need of our prayers, it bad, they are 
miſcrable;and our faſtings,prayersand almes 
cannot help them. The holy Martyr S. Cypri- 
an,whom theſe mens own Decretals,and thar 
not undeſervedly , place firſt of all the Fa- 


thers, In hac v7ta, ſaith he, vita acquiritur vel adDemet;, 


amittitur, nbi hinc exceſſum fuerit, nllus eſt pa- 
nitentie locus, nullus ſatisfationis EffeSius. 
Among the opinions and conjectures of 
the Fathers and orthodox modern Divines 
there are about ſix or ſeven which {peak of 


ſuch Sacramental Baptiſme as is common to 


all Chriſtians,to all who have taken on them 
the Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt, and ſealed their 
profeſſion by the uſe of his ſacred inſticuti- 
ons. Others with diverſity of opinion inter- 
pret it of ordinary ceremonions ablations , 


B 3 which 
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(10) 


which likewiſe or other uſages of equal re- 


ſpect and argument for the preſent purpoſe 
were in faſhion among all people, Heathens 
and Jewes as well as Chriſtians. Others not 
without ſome variety will have it to beunder. 
ſtood of Baptiſme metaphorical , the Baptiſme 
of bloud, perſecution and death for the truth 
of Chriſt. 

[nall likelyhood the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
not of Baptiſme common to all, in which 
{enſe he would rather have ſaid , what ſhall 
we do who are baptized, and why are we 
baptized ? It never being his manner to at- 
tribute to believers in the third perſon thoſe 
things he ſpeaketh of which pertain in com- 
mon to all believers. In all likelyhood he 
ſpeaketh of a Baptiſme then in ule among 
the Corinthians , peculiar to ſome certain 
perſons in certain caſes and ſuppoſed neceſ- 
{ities. ol BarmnCouanuy url Tf Vex.pew ve And for 
figurative Baprtiſme that of perlecution and 
death in witneſs to the truth of the Golpel, 
Baptiſme being very rarely uſed in Scripture 


in this ſenſe; and when ſo uſed in every 
place, 


(11) 
place, except only that in S. Luke 12.50. it 
having ſome plain explication annexed, we 
ſce little probability of reaſon. why we 
ſhould leave the. ready and uſual , for a re- 
moteand unwonted ſignification. But then 
the following words , the 673 7/ rexxar do fo 
conſtrain and puzzle, fo entangle and non- 
plus both this and all the forementioned o- 
pinions, that we have no encouragement at 
all tocrowd in the dark with this throng of 
groundleſs peradventures; to involve our 
{elves with them in the Labyrinth of inex- 
tricable perplexities and improprieties. We 
ſeek a truth which may treely flow forth,not 
be forcibly haled up: which- the Text may. 
clearly and kindly own and embrace, not be 
bound to with the rough chains of harſh and 
coacted interpretations. 

Three Expolitions there are touching Ba- 
ptiſme in the notion of a Sacrament , and 
that not as common to all, but as particu- 
larly adminiſtred to ſome certain per- 
ſons 1n certain caſes and circumſtances. The 


moſt antient, ( two of them c{pecially ) and 
the 


Baptiſmus 
ſuper mor- 
tuorum ſe- 


pulchris, 


(12) 
the moſt probable; of longeſt ſtanding, and 
of firmeſt foundation; maintained by the 
beſt Authours, and the beſt reaſons, and 
which our Engliſh tranſlations of the Holy 
Bible have at one time or another ſeem- 
ed to preferre, toeach of which we will do 
that right as fairly and impartially to admit 
them to your audience. 

The firſt is that of Luther, (for that is the 
oldeſt date I find thereof) and his SeQa- 
tours, and to which the learned Voſſzas in 
his Theſ. de ReſurreS. hath ſubſcribed his aſ- 
ſent : Luther in his enarration of this Epiſtle 
thus writeth upon the place, Ad hunc arti- 
culum ( de ReſurreF. mortuorum ) penes homi- 
nes Confirmandum apud demortuorum ſepul- 
chra ſe baptizari finebant , ad ſignificandum & 
teftandum quod conſtantiſſime crederent mortu- 
os qui ibi ſepulti jacerent , &» ſuper quibus ſe 
baptizari ſinerent reſurrefuros eſſe. The Chri- 
ſtians of old had a cuſtome te adminiſter or 
receive Baptilme over the dead, that is to 
ſay, upon the tombes and graves of Martyrs 
and other faithiull ſervants of God departed 

this 


I 
this life , thereby hontfying and teſtifying 
that they firmly believed both themlelves 
and they over whom they were baptized 
ſhould riſe again to immortal life. This ſenſe 
preſerves the original inviolate , which may 
as truly be rendred ſuper mortuis, over or up- 
on the dead as pro mortnis for the dead, the pre- 
poſition ap equally admitting either tran- 
ſlation, as any child of the Grammar is able 
to bring examples. And heretoaccordethour 
old Engliſh tranſlation of uſe in K. Edward 
the ſixth's dayes. Elſe what do they which are 
baptized over the dead,if the dead riſe not at all? 
why are they then baptized over them 2 Net- 
ther can any thing be excepted againſt this 
interpretation, could the proof and certain- 
ty be produced of the hiſtory , the cuſtome 
whereon it is grounded. But this the work 
we may {weat at,& do no good on't. Whom 
ſhould we rather conſult to reach home the 


interpretation to us then the Centuriators of Corkegx: 
Meydenburgb , and the learned and labori- 


ous compiter of theLociTheologici,all Authors 


of the Lutheran perſwaſion. The Centuria- 
C fors 
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(14) 
tors Cent. 1.1. 2.c.6. about the beginning 
have thus recorded. In Cortnthiaca Eccleſia 


ſuper mortuss,hoc e$t, in eo loco ubi ſepeliebantur 


mortui baptizatum eſſe ex 1. Cor. 15. conſtat. 
That in the Church of Corinth they uſed to 
baptize over the dead, that is to ſay, in the 
lace where the dead were buryed , 'tis ma- 
nifcſt, ſay they ; from the 1. Cor. 15. Thus 
you ſee is to bring the Text to affert the Hi- 
ſtory , but the Text being of obſcure and 
doubttull ſignification we want the Hiſtory 
to clear the Text. The Author of the Theo- 
logical common places Cap. 7. de baptiſmo al- 
ledgeth a certain Epiſtle of the Church of 
Smyrna, and the teſtimony of S. Auſtin for 
the evidence of this ſtory ; but when we 
have taken the pains to read the ſaid Epiſtle 
and quotation out of S. Auſtin, we find that 
to take place which the frequency of the ac- 
cident hath now turned into a proverb 
--===mMinmt praſentia faman. 

In S. Auflin I find nothing ſo far appli- 
cableto the purpole as that I may not chooſe 
to fave time 1a palling it by. The Epiſtle of 

the 


(15) 

the Church of Smyrna extant in Enſebins , 
L. 4.c. 15. concerning the martyrdome of 
their famous $. Polycarp,writeth indeed that 
the Chriſtians uſed to allemble at his tomb 
for performing feſtival celebrations in ho- 
nour to his memory, and for exerciſing, pre- 
paring and1 confirming others to the fame 
conflict tor the holy Faith ; a cuſtome well 
known to many here preſent to be in ſome 
part continued by the poor reliques of 
that once famous and flouriſhing Church 
to this very day : but not a word of ad- 
miniſtring Baptiſme there , which if it had 
been uled , no doubt but the Hiſtorian who 
triumphs in relating the circumſtances of 
honour done to the Martyrs and the holy 
Chriſtian proteſlion , would with all advan- 
tages have recorded it to poſterity. Yet ſay, 
they did adminiſter Baptitme over the tomb 
of this tiagle Martyr , what doth that argue 
for the mp Ta» 1wpar In the Text written a- 
bove an hundred years before the martyr- 
dome of S. Polycarp. Certainly the ule of 
burying in Churches , where the lacred Or- 
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(16) 

dinance of Baptiſm is adminiſtred, was very 
{eldome 1i ever known in the world for ſe- 
veral hundreds of years after ; neither then 
do I find it received in reference to any 
fnch teſtifcation which is here alledged. 
Wherctore we will diſturb this firſt opinion 
no farther ; we leave it aſleep amoag the 
tombes and graves where we find it, we ob- 
zect nonage & minority againſt the cuſtome 
1t producerh , it muſt not adde ſeveral hun- 
dreds of years to it's time without ſhewing 
the Regiſter, it ever ſuch cuſtome did obtain 
upon the intent here dilputed,'tis not above 
cleven or twelve hundred years old at the 
moſt, and that's not ſufficient age to give 
tuffrage for determining the debate. 

The lecond interpretation 1s that of* Epi- 
Bapri@uus phanins, De BaptiſmoC linicorum, received and 
AHNCOTU » . . » 
*1arel.28- purſued by Eftizs, Calvin, Capellus, and ma- 
—— = ny other learned men , among whom the 
piz caters forementioned Voſſres,in his Theſes de Bapti- 


arridet 


Dottori (7220 notwithſtanding before in his thef. de 
Donne. + 

conc. ut Reſurre&. he had aflented to the former , an 
1 argument not of his forgettulneſs or incon- 


ſtancy 


(17) 
ſtancy , but of his uncertainty or donbtful- 
neſs in determining the difficulty. I torbear 
citations which would deceive us of the 
time and fill a volume. The ſtory of the 0- 
pinion 1n ſhort 1s this. There was a cuſtome 
came early into the Church, and continued 
till at leaſt abour the 420. year of our 
Lord, that many who delired to be baptized 
into the Name of Chriſt thought good ro 
deterre their Baptilme til] che latter end of 
their life, till they Jay ſick upon their 
death-bed ; hence by the ancient Church 
called Clinici , whom S. Cyprian elegantly epic. ;6, 
oppoleth to Peripatetici, for that they were 
fixed to their bed , not able to walk up and 
down , thinking, according to the errour ot 
Nevetian, deſtrucive to all faith and repent= 
ance , from a wrong underſtanding of that 
place of the divine authour to the Hebrews, 
c. 6. v. 4. that 1t aiter they were baptized 
they then fell into {in,there was noSacrament 
remaining for them, no hopes of reconcil1a- 
tion toGod. Wheretore con(cious of their in- 
firmity and proneneſs to evil, the danger 
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they were in of being again more or leſs de- 
filed with the pollutions of the world , the 
fleſh and the Devil, which they had renoun- 
ced they chole to delay cheir Baptiſme till 
the time of their death , that ſo they might 
have a pure tran{migration out of the body; 
and, betore the commitſion of more ſins,de- 
part this lite in ſure hope of reſurrection to 
lite immortal. Thus the Emperour Conſtan- 
tine long deterred his Baptiſme , and his Son 
Athanaf. Conſtantins amYnoxa tote BarliGeFoy deſired 
13% to be baptized at the point of death. The 
lame delay we find admitted by the Empe- 
anon rours Theodoſins the Great, and Valentinian; 
dot. & V+ which laſt , purpoſtng to be baptized when 
hecame home, was prevented by death. 
This raſh and dangerous omiſſion this negle- 
cting God's time and chuſing our own, wit- 
nef{ed againſt by Almighty God in the death 
of many betore they were baptized Saint 
Gregory Nazianzen with his contemporaries 
carneſt]y oppoled in the Eaſtern,and S. Am- 
broſe with other learned men in theWeſtern 
Churches.Now the Patrons of this interpre- 
tation 
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tation thus read the Apoſtles argument, 

what ſhall they do which are baptized 
for dead , ( and that we find indeed to be 
the reading of our Bibles in Queen Eliza- 
beth's Reign) why are they then bapti- 
zed for dead? that istoſay , as dead,when 
taken for dead, when ready to die and go 
out of the world; that which they do lo late, 
which they pur off to the laſt time of their 
lite, why do they do it at all, except in hope 
of the reſurrection & immortal lite? To the 
learned affertours of this expoſition beltdes 
that the cuſtome cannot be proved to have 
been in uſe in the Apoſtles time and thar, 
had it obtained fo early, it equally lies open 
with the next and laſt to be named to that 
charge, which many eagerly urge,that with-- 
out doubt the zeal ot S. Paul would never 
have lect paſs fo grols an omiſſion without a 
ſevere reprehenſjon , we offer to be conſt- 
dered the incongruous rendring the words 
Va? 7 rearwhich if with the learnedVoſſzrs 
they render pro ftatu morinorum.( pray help 


me through thele knots and perplexities 
with . 
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with your continued attention ) if with the 
learned Voſſzus, who acknowledgeth the not 
to be ſuffered harſhnelſs of the other verſion, 
they render pro ftatu mortuorum , ut ſibi po$t 
mortem ſit bene, tor the eſtate of the dead, 
that it may be well yith them atter they are 
dead;even this ſeems ata far remove from the 
original, c{pecially when we remember that 
the Ms. of Alexandria and other ancient co- 
pics read the repetition in the end of the 
verſe va? aww, with which reading agree 
ſeveral citations of the ancient Fathers , the 
vulgar Latine and likewiſe our old Eveliſh 
tranſlation before named , why are they then 
baptized over them ? plainly lignifying not 
an eſtate or condition, but the perlons in 
{uch condition 3 withall, this ver{ion pro ſta- 
tu mortuorum reduces us to the hazard , and 
incredible, from which firſt ot all we kept 
at diſtance, it ſpeaking of Baptiſme not pe- 
culiar to ſome certain perſons, but common 
to all who are baptized. For we are all, be- 
loved Brethren, thus baptized for the dead, 
for the eſtate of the dead, that it may be 

well 
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well with us after we are dead , not for the 
enzoyments of this tranſitory lite, but for the 
remiflion of ſins for the hopes and pledges 
of immortal telicities. But if as the moſt do 
they will have the words untp / rexger to ([i- 
gnific tanguam moribundt , jam morituri , ſub 

mortis tempits, quaſs mortui , they well know 
they can never defend themſelves w ith (0 
wuch as one inſtance, either out of Scripture 
or any approved Greek Authour, and then 
to pur us oft with the Latine pro mortuis 11 
the {enſe of pro deplorato, pro derelifio, and 
to be pleated with the ſound of the Engliſh 
for dead, taken for dead , left for dead and the 
like piteous ſhitts , this is to reduce us to the 
condition when we toyled at Brick and St: 
Morter, and were di{perled abroad upon the 
facc of the carth becauſe a.-man could not 
underſtand his neighbour, and to make one 
language not the interpretation but the con- 
fuſion of another. 

We propole to your charitable judge- F#m 
ment 1n the laſt place the moſt ancient & tirſt 
received expolution of theſe words, touching 

D proxy- 
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proxy-Baptiſme , baptizing the [iwing for the 
de:d, Acuſtome in uſe among certain Here- 
ticks, who 1t any of the Catechumeni,converts 
to theChriſtian faith not yet baptized but in 
their Catcchitme in order to Baptiſme, were 
lurprifed by death before the time appoint- 
ed tor Baptiline, which was Eaſter or Whit- 
| ontide, & before that as ſome write the ſixth 
ri of Fanuary or teaſt of che Epiphany, the day 
inlocum. on Which they {uppoled our Saviour was ba- 
ptized,a cuſtome they ſay ſtil] retained in the 
molt ancient Ethiopian Churches,it any were 
taken away: by death before he were bapti- 
zed, their manner was to ſubſtitute ſome 
friendalive to anſwer and to be baptized tor 
him that was dead. You may Jaugh at the fond 
ridiculous cuſtome but notwithſtanding ap- 
prove the interpretation, acknowledged by 
Tertullian in his moſt learned traftate de Re- 
urreftiove Carnis , allowed by S. Ambroſe or 
whoever elſe be the Author of the expla- 
nation of this Epiſtle which paffes under his 
name, commended by Iuftellus 1n his Codex 


Can.Eccleſ. Univerſe not todetain you 10 na- 
ming 
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ming Camero, Caſanbor, Grotins, Muſculus 
and ſeveral other modern Authours famous 
for learning and labour in interpreting the 
myſteries of the ſacred Oracles. 

1. If this were the undoubted ſenſe, how 
could the words be better framed to it 5 Gar 
_—_ un RS 1exjdr, they which are bapti- 
zed for the dead , as our preſent Engliſh Read- 
ing lettleth it, no doubt upon marure ſearch 
and adviſe of the learned Tranſlatours : For_ 
the dead,, ir the place ofthe dead,, for the 
ſake, for the benefit, as they imagine, of the 
dead. I had almoſt pronounced what I 
have ſometimes heard of another text, theſe 
words had been cleat , had not the vain cu- 
rioſitic of expoſitours made them obſcure. 

2. *Tis the moſt ancient interpretation. 

The Authours hitherto mentioned are all 
punyes to Tertuliay , who once and again 
maketh mention of this interpretation. Ep:- 
hanius about 160. years after Tertnll:an 
though himſelf prefer the opinion next before 
recited yer acknowledgeth this ſenſe to be 

Niapud\gonws yg ye , mapa owns enVGow ets nes , A Ertl 2. 
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tradition-handed to him, probably , the 

commonly received opinion till his time. 
What Hiſtory of any dayes would you ra- 
ther read then that whole Author can inti- 
tle Hiſtoria ſui temporiewho more likely to hit 
right uponthe true intent of thisfacred ambi- 
guity then they who living neareſt the time 
wherein it was written could beſt acquaint 
themſelves with the Hiſtory and matter of 
fa& upon which-queſtionlels the undoubted 
determination of it doth much depend. 

3- Tis not improbable but this corruprion 
might be crept into the Church in the Apo- 
ſtles dayes.Nort to enter the maze of projane 
reading, to hold you long in telling you the 
tale of the Calends of February, the luſtra« 
tions or purgations with reſpec to the dead 
in uſe among the Roxrans and before that a- 

prin-ipium MONg the Gr.ecians , trom whence poſlibly 
moris de- this cuſtome might be derived, orat leaſt 
Orid Faſt, obtain fome ealine(s of reception : where 
many things muſt be paſed by, to ſtand and 
note only the moſt neceſlary , and proceed 
under the more {ure conduct of Ecclefiaſti- 
cal 
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cal ſtory , we find Epiphanins to write that 
the followers of the peſtilent heretick Cerin- 
thus had this tond faſhion in uſe among 
them. This Cerinthas, as the fame Author 
affirmeth, being come out ot Egypt into 
Aſta , conlenting in part to the Jewiſh reli- 

ton, and being circumciſed, did frequently 
reſiſt the bleſſed Apoſtles, particularly was 
one of them who raiſed the troubles and 
diſſenſions at Antioch touching Circum- ag. ;;, 
cition; for reconciling and compoſing where- 
of the firſt Counſel aflembled at Jeruſalem. 
That he and his complices ſtirred up the 
people againſt S. Paul, when he was purity- 
ing himlelf in the Temple : and oppoledS. ,g.., 
Peter tor going to Cornelius, the converſion 
of which Corzelius Chronology places with- 
11 4 or 5 years after the converſion of S. Paul, 
and about 15 years betore the writing of 
this Epiſtle to the Corinthians. This thac 
infamous heretick of whom Iren.ers a moſt 
ancient Author in his book againſt hereſies, 
written about the 178th. year of Chrilt, 


from the teſtimony of Polycarpus hath re-, _ 
corded, "IM 
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corded, that S. John the Apoſtle entering the 
Bath at Epheſus ſtarted back and made all 
haſt out again, ſaying, he feared the Bath 
would fall down cym intus eſſet Cerinthus ini- 
micus veritatis, for that Cerinthus the enemy 
of truth was within it. And from the rela- 
tion of the (ame Irenexs 'tis ſpread 
abroad to the knowledge of the world , 
that the damnable blaſphemics of this 
deteſtable Heretick, againſt the Divi- 
nity of our Lord and Saviour and his mira- 
culous birth of the blefſed Virgin were the 
occaſion of the ſame holy Evangeliſt his 
writing his ſacred and precious GColpel, in 
the very beginning whereof he is fo plain 
and large in declaring and aſſerting thoſe 
main Articles and immoveable foundations 
of our Chriſtian Faith. You have heard 
how old the Serpent; hereto if we adde 
how eafic the ſpreading his poiſon, the plau- 
[tble ſhews of reaſon that might be alledged 
for introducing the cuſtome , the pronenels 
that hath diſcovered it felt to be natural in 
all nations to ſuperſtitious rites, and how 


ver y 
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very credible it is that thele Corinthians 
might be perſwaded to take up a fond vain 
cuſtome , in teſtimony of their belict of the 
Reſurrection , whom afterwards we fee {0 
ealily drawn 1n to deny the Returrection , I 
had almoſt determined that to this anxious 
and difficult &xTyua, we may here at length 

aftix the «mg, and re-eſtabliſh and confirm 
this ancient expoſition of the words, which 
many new ones have ſhaken and removed, 
but never could place one more free from 
exception in it's ſtead. The objection you 
all bear in mind 1s with fear and caution to 
be urged as well as to. be anſwered. Who 
among us ſhall preſcribe Erbicks for Apolto- 
lick prudentials ? I am #» any wiſe to rebuke 
my Brother, and not to ſuffer ſin upon him ; the 
law of love requires it, Lev. 19. 17. yet if 
I cannot take off all, let me firſt remove the 
heavyeſt burden : this is not to do evil that 
good may come of it, but to deſtroy a 
greater evil that the tefſer alſo with good 
{peed may haſte to. ruine. Silence doth not 


alwates give conſent. S. Paxt could well 
diſcern 
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diſcern the tinre to be filent , and the time to 
ſpeak, which the wile man in his index of 
ſeaſons hath by name diſtinguiſhed Eccl. 3. 
7. weread S. Lukze 16. 8. The Lord com- ; 
mended the unjuſt Steward propter ſolertiam f 
non propter fallaciam , becauſe he had done t 
wilely , not becauſe he had done wrong- 
tally. In S. Fobn 9g. 2. we find the queſtion 
put Maiter , who did fin , this man or his Pa- 
rents , that he was born blind ? Originally 
we arc all ſinners, can a man fin actually 
betore he 1s born? The Diſciples ask this 
queſtion upon ſuppoſal of the aegvnagts or 
wenpbians animarum the praexiftence of 
Souls , or tranſngration of Souls trom one 
body ro another, tenents then held by ma- 
ny of the Jews. Now he that tram this 
place ſhall gather our Saviours atlent to 
the opinion of przexiſtence of Souls ſhall 
do juſt as the followers of the heretick Mar- 
cion , Wwhoin the age next ſucceeding this of 
the Apoſtles, not only kept up this idle fol- 
ly of baptizing the living for the dead, 
Homil. in but as S. Chryſoſtowre aſſures us, did alledge 
this 
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this place of the Apoſtle to prove and main- 
tain what they did. Our Saviour gives his 
anſwer according to the purpole in hand, 
that wondertull work and mighty miracle 
he then intended : and our Apoſtle quick- 
ens his queſtion , not that he liketh of their 
tooliſh uſage, but that from their own doings 
he might convince and ſhame them of their 
pernicious errour. Noli nowum authorent aut 
confirmatorem denotare, fatth Tertullian; don't 2dr. Mare. 
think the Apoſtle joinds himſelf an approver ' 
of their corrupt cuſtome, but he ſo much the 
more firmly proves the re{urrefion of the 
dead, by how much they, 'who were' vaimly 
baptized for the dead, did do this in belicf 
and hope of the reſarre&tion of the dead. 
Thus far, ſal meliore judicio, in attempt to 
ſhew ſome light to: this dark ſentence. I 
have held you too long in the cold-, chilled 
your hearing with frigid narratives and re- 
mote uncertainties,the difficulty of the ſub- 
jet ſhall plead my defence, & the facility of 

our benevolence ſhall grant my abſolution. 


After all that hath bin ſaid, after all that can 
E be 
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be ſaid, give me leave to conclude this part 
of my diſcourſe with a paſſage I find inthe 
works of a learned and pious Divine of our 
own, Mr. Bolton ; who 1n his diſcourſe con- 
cerning Heaven, ſpeaking of the excellent 
knowledge the blefſed ſhall there enjoy , 
particularly of the myſterics of the facred 
book of God, among other difficult places 
of Scripture, he giveth inſtance in this our 
Text, asan obſcurity to becleared by the 
light of glory, the meaning thereof to be 
known when we come to Heaven. And 
'as the Judges of Areopagyus adjourned a dith- 
cult caſe, they knew not well what to ſay 
to, for an hundred years : ſo truly after all 
the exatteſt enquiries and moſt accurate di{- 
cuſſions of this ſacred doubt, though no 
doubt to the Corinthians, for whole uſes 
more eſpecially it was adapted , Iam much 
of opinion , that for the clear and uncon- 
troverted reſolution of the true ſenſe of this 
argument for the reſurrection, the world 
muſt now be content to wait till the refur- 
rection day, 


Three 


A hain tate | 


"Þ fm aa das 


(31) 
Three things I propoſed to. my elf trom 
the firſt view of this Text. 


The ſenſe of the Words. 
The force of the Argument. 
The uſe of the Do6irine. 


The Argument, which hath already becu 
rouched , and comes next more particularly 
co be declared you ice plainly , according to 
the beſt probable interpretation, to be of 
that make which we call Argumentum ad ho- 
minem , an argument accommodated to the 
temper and conſtitution of the perſons a- 

ainſt whoſe errours it 1s directed. It the 
dead riſe not at all , what means that ſuper- 
ſtitious uſage of baptizing for the dead ? 
why more ſolicitude for dead men then for 
deal beaſts, it both equally periſh , be alike 
involved in the darkneſs of oblivion, and 
deſperation of revival ? ai [@ GanliGarmu] ap 
Tf reepar3 Why are they baptized tor the 
dead, why do they not lay the rotten car- 
caſs out of fight without any tarther adoe,or 

E 2 ; 
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mentum 
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corpori, 
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tur imamoT- 
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it they will waſh the body , and adorn the 
herſe, and carry forth the dead in pomp and 
{plendour, to teſtifie, as they may ſay , the 
affe&ion and honour they did bear towards 
them when alive, though they never look 
to {ſee them live again, yet why are they 
baptized for them? why are they ſolicitous, 
leaſt the dead ſhould want the influence and 
benefit of an inſtrument of life , if there be 
no hope of lite to come, no Reſurrection of 
the dead ? for 'tis more then probable from 
ſeveral paſlages of the chapter that the poor 
deluded Corinthians, to whom S. Paul di- 
rects this diſcourſe , who denyed the Reſur- 
refion of the body , denyed alſo , or at leaſt 
doubted of the Im:mortality of the ſoul, theſe 
two errours of old time being commonly 
zoyned togerher, or to keep more ſtrictly 
to the reſurreion of the body , why are 
they baptized for the dead , why have they 
a remedy of lite applyed to the body ? why 
do they confign and conſecrate the dead to 
fature happineſs by a bodily Sacrament, if 
there be no Reſurrection of the Body ? Thus 

the 
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the holy Apoſtle in his ample and excellent 
diſcourſe upon ſo concerning a point, he 
leaves no way unaſlayed to convince them 
of their pernicious errours, to ſhame and put 
them upon ſelt-condemnation for their in- 
conſiſtent follies, committing not only truth 
with errour, but one of their errours with an 
other; not conſenting to one, but overthrow- 
ing another , healing rather then wounding 
them with: their own weapon, and like a 
$ilfull Phytfician turning poyſon into an 
antidote. Truth, beloved Brethren , is like 
a vein of Gold , whoſe head and beginning 
if you have once {ure hold of, you may pur- 
ſue it in1t's native branches, untorced ema- 
nations and conſequences to the plentifull 
riches of aſſured underſtanding : Errours 
are like ropes of {and , rude heaps of abſur- 
dities , confuſed mixtures of incoherencies 
and inconliſtencies, the building fiaking un- 
der it's diſorderly, ill contrived tabrication, 
the enemies of truth at variance and de- 
ſtroying one another. Thus S.Epiphanins no- 
teth a-vga@ among the prophane poſitions 


of. 


— 


 — — 
-— _ 


—————— 
—_— _— _ 


'þ 
: 
: 
i 


—_ 


Hom:l.8 in 


hexaem, 


(34) 
of the fore-named Ceriathians, and S. Baſil 
concerning the Sed of che Manichees , pro- 
nounceth #6 ro BHAux]or auriyty yi@u, their 
abominable errours betray themſelves. And 
it time (ufficed, *twere no unſupportable un- 
dertaking to ſhew, that there is neither talſe 
Religion nor Hereſte in the world , but ar- 
rowes may be taken out of it's own quiver 
to ſhoot againſt the face of it , but carries 
weapons about it to deſtroy it felt. Thus 
doth Errour ſtumble and fall at the obſta- 
cles and blocks it ſelf caſteth in the way, and 
like a guilty criminal faultring in his ſpeech 
and forgetting one lic when he tells another, 
15 convict by ſelt-evidence , and periſhes 
through it's own diſcovery. 

Shall I now take leave to ſubſtitute the 
living in place of the dead, to puriue the de- 
fign of the Text by leaving the words ot it ? 
ro zritiate , ſolemnize and proſecute the argu- 
ments of univerſal vigour , and everlaſting 
ſtrength for confirming this important 
Truth in place of this , drawn from a local 
cuſtome, a ſuperſtitions wanity, a foul cor- 
ruption, 


(35) 


ruption dead and gone long agoe with it's | 


heretical authors , inſtead of this of particu- 
lar aſpect upon ſome certain perſons to in- 


troduce thoſe general probations which look | 


wiſhly on us all: after you have ſeen 


the confuſion and overthrow of Errours 


from their own repugnant mixtures and in- 
conſiſtent weaknelſles , ſhall I attempt to 


preſent to-your view the anconquerable ſta- | 


bility of Fruth on it's own native, proper, 
homogeneous principles , foundations nmo- 


veable as the earth,durable as the ſun &+ moon. \p1'c4 4 
Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but the word Luk-au.33. 


of the Lord ſhall not paſs away., the reſurre Gio k-17.26 


ſhall amaze the world with it's unexpeSted ap- 


pearance , the truth and propheſtes of Scri- | 


pture ſhall be conſummated in glorious per- 
formances, vindicated by unavoidable 
events. 

This were to paſs out of one depth into 
another , from the ſtraights of intricate in- 
quiries to the yaſt ocean of interminable 
diſcourſes ; from the Labyrinth of doubts 


and perplexitics, to-the ſpacious felds of 
per- 
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perſpicuons propoſitions and intelligible 
methods of i[]uſtrious argumentations. So 
politive the affirmations of holy Scripture, 
{o clear the promiſes, ſo convincing the 
reaſonings, and all ſo numerous, thatI can 
find no proportion between the amplitude 
ot the matter and the {carcity of the time, 
and of fo ſplendid and diffufive an argu- 
ment ought rather to be ſilent then to 
lay a Jittle. You in your ſound underſtand- 
ings and joyfull expeRations have ſuper- 
leded me the eflay, looking I ſhould ex- 
plain the Text, not expound the Chapter 
or interpret the whole Colpel, not only 
believing a ReſurreGtion from the grave, 
but partakers of a Reſurrection from your 
{ins, enjoying the Grace of the firſt Reſur- 
reflion in ſure pledge of the Glory of the 
ſecond. 

Wherefore, beloved Brethren, leavin 
the principles of the dodrine of Chriſt, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh Heby. 6.1. the doctrine 
of Baptiſmes and the probation of the Reſur- 
recon of the dead , \uffer mein a word or 


rwo 
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two to dire& you towards perfeion , by 
clofing with the third and laſt particular of 
our preſent undertaking, and touching very 
briefly upon the important uſefulneſs of 
this Goſpel treaſure , which the bleſſed A- 
poſtle with this excellent artifice and indu- 
ſtry contends to repole for eyer in our eſta- 
bliſhed minds. 

And firſt, beloved Brethren, let us e- 
ſabliſh our minds, aſſure our hearts in the 


belict of this truth. Be ſtedfaft, unmoveable, ,. we. 


let that be the firſt point of adviſe, that 
what we have not time here to diſculs, 
that we never want time ſeriouſly to medt- 
tate, and determine to our ſelves in the 
1mmoveable judgement and awakened con- 
{cience of our Souls. Though you know it, 
let me put you in remembrance , to be frequent 
in theſe exerciſes of a circumſpect conſider- 
ing mind not to doubt of the truth, but 
daily to expe&t the performance, to fix 
your faith on the promiſes of God and from 
the power of Scripture arguments to be 


ſediaſt in the full aſſurance of effeRual un- 
F der» 
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derſtanding. The Dodtrine of the Reſur- 
rection is an Article of Faith, a point of 
Chriſtian wiſdome , no diſcovery of natu- 
ral reaſon, no inveſtigation of ſecular Phi- 
loſophy. One of the _ ſayings of the 
Coſpel unknown to the wiſe men and diſpu- 
ters of this world , whoſe beggarly under- 
ſtandings have not been repleniſhed with 
the ſalutary relief of divine revelation. Of 
this myſterious revolution if you conſult the 
inſtitutes of the heathen , you find not a bi- 
ennial,as the Pythagorean diſcipline once was, 
but a perpetual filence , not only in the gar- 
dens of Epicurus , but in the walks of Ari- 
Ffotle, in the porch of Zeno , in the Academy 
of Plato, and if there be any other School of 
fame for the inveſtigations of humane wit 
and acquiſts of natural ratiocinations. C- 
cero , Seneca , Socrates , the beſt of the Hea- 
then have doubted of the 7#:mortality of the 
Soul, for evincing whereof to indubitate 
certainty whether there be indeed a weapon 
of proof in the armory ofreaſon, I muſt 


not now digreſs to examine, they have 
doubted 


(39) 


doubted of the immortality of the Soul, 
but for the reſurre&ion of the body it hath e- 


Luc. 2. 34; 


ver been ond armarylumn, Amodns MyO->, 26.1 
a matter to make merry with, to mock and **'7 # 
ſcoffat: * auiles fabul.e with ſome , pueri« * Cxcil. 

X ' . apud Mi- 
ta deliramenta with others, the beſt word nur. fat. 


that Pliny, that moſt diligent ſearcher of the 
effeQs of nature, (meeting with ſome ficti- 
tious ſhew hereof in the roving conceits of 
the laughing Philoſopher) can aftord it, in 
the ſeventh book of his Natural Hiſtory, c.5 5, * 
where he derides them who think it ſhall 
be otherwiſe with them after they are dead, 
then it was before they were born , whoſe 
blaſphemies tonching this matter in another 
place I abhor to repeat, but you may read, 
if you can abide it , in the ſeventh Chap. 
of the 2d. Book of that Hiſtory , with theſe 
and ſome ſuch exceptions , incomparable, 
and in this particularly admirable , that it 
ſhould be written by one who thought him- 
ſelf every whit mortal. 


F 2 Soles 


(49) 


Soles occidere @ redire poſaunt, 
Nobis cum ſemel occidit brevis lux, f 
Nox eſt perpetuo una dormienda. 


That the ditty wherewith the Heathen 
people uſed to Jull themſelves aſleep. Whe- 
ther tends all this? O Chriſtian keep that 

1 Tim 6. which is committed to thy tru$k. Thou haſt « 

2 Per1-19, ſure word of propheſie , the light of the Old, 

io. buteſ] pecially of the New Teſtament, where- 
in beſides the many plain propoſitions of 
faith, the blefled Apoſtle in this chapter con- 
deſcendsto treat with our reaſon ,and argues 
us into found and efhicacious belicf, unleſs 
we notonly think we ſhall periſh with beaſts, 
but have already ſunk our {elves below chem 
in want oof underſtanding. The ReſurreGion, | 
without.a proverb, 'tis as ſure as death. Read 
and humbly learn the price gt, which God 
hath ſet thee. Pierce through-.the clouds 
with the eye of faith, and live in the ſight 
and influence of chings inviltble. 

Which brings me to the 24.8 at this time 

the 


(41) 
the laſt uſe: *Tis needfull I deliver all in the | 
mals and fumme which the time though re- 
newed would tail me to number out in par- 
cells. Accept and prelerve it in the words of 
S.  Chryſo oftome Bio af109 Jory worry nd ugaule R 
1yry. Let our Ethicks be ſuitable to theſe jorures. - 
Dogmaticks; our lite an{werable to this do-""" 75 
Ctrine;& eſpecially in the confortable & pow- 
erjull language of our bleſſed Apoſile in the 
concluſion of this his excellent diſcourſe : 
Therefore,my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt uu1;- 
moveable, alwayes abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as you know that your Labour 15 
not in vain in the Lord. The reſurreCtion of 
the dead, is the calling the whole world be- 
tore the Fudgement-ſeat of Chrift , that every : cor.s,rs. 
one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done , whether it be 
good or bad. How ſhould this reſtrain us 
trom all ſin, the wages whereot we know to 
be death,how ſhould it animate us to all holy 
converſation and godlineſs, which we are 
{ure ſhall receive the gift of God, cternal life. 


To work out our own falvation ,to att with 
| an 


Rom.$.23, 
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an eye on the recompenſe on reward to the 
ploritying of God is not derogatory from 

God's glory,bur the higheſt advancing it; is 
notina Chriſtian to be mercenary, but to 

\cor. 4, Þe dutitull and thankfull. Our laght affliction 
79, which is but for a moment worketh for us afar 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
Death it ſelf and the grave are vanquiſhed, 
and made the paſſages to eternal life. Are 
we not ſtartled at the thoughts of theſe ap- 
proaching glories? Be not weary of this bur- 
denof mortality?don't we long with the blef- 
ſed Apoſtle to be clothed upon with our houſe 
which 1s from heaven ? To hear the melody 
of Angels, to ſpeak in the dialect of glory, 
to {ce 1n the perſpeCtives of immortality, to 
1 Cor, 2. 9. enjoy what eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entred into the heart of man , the 

things which God bath prepared for them that 

love bim ; to crowd about the eternal throne 

with Cherubims and Seraphims and all 

Rev, 4-1: the heavenly hoſt, and fall down and worſhip 
him that lives for ever and ever, to give thee, 

O God, in thy own heaven {ome worthy 

praiſe 


2 Cor, 5.2, 
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iſefor all thy infinite goodnels and loving | 
Findneb to thy finfull , vile and miſerable | 
creatures, which we cannot do as we would | 
whiles loſt in fleſh , and abuſed with corru- 
pted ſenſes; but when it ſhall pleaſe thee | 
to call us above, to conſort us with thy ho- : 
ly Angels,tocauſe this corruptible to put on in- | 
corruption,this mortal immortality,we ſhall not | 
negled& one moment in the ages of eternity 3 ri, g.2o. 
Be our converſation in heaven from whence we 
look, for the Saviour , the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
who ſhall change our vile. body,that it may be fa- 
ſhioned like unto bis glorious body.Raiſe we our 
minds to eternal vigours, be our hearts in- 
flamed with vicorious joyes, and our lips o- 
pened in the voice of triumph. Perfume your | 
minds with the ſweet ſpices of the Eaſt, feed | 
youreyes with the fair beauties of the morn- 
ing, the morning, after which xo evening ſhall | 
follow. Value your Souls capable Sh 
laſting glories, your bodies improveable be- 
yond the light of the Sun , and diſdain a 
glance at the decitfull allurements of this 
tranſitory life, Your mindsobſequious tohea- 
venly 


Ul 
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venly attraCtives,and aſpiring without faint- 
My ing to the 'perfe&tions'and exaltations of 
* © "" immortality. Which blefled eſtate Chris? 
Teſus,the Reſurrection and the Life, grant un- 
to us for his own mercies lake. Amer. 


/ 


* 


AB 
V 


